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Leaders, experts in design meet in Seoul

Matthias Horx, a renowned 

German futurist, thinks 

industry, services and 

design rank as some of the 

most important pillars of 

the economy. 

 

It’s the last one he’s 

particularly interested in, 

saying during a forum in 

Seoul yesterday that 

countries must develop a 

“design mentality” in 

everything from 

architecture to urban 

planning going forward. 

 

“The financial crisis 

showed the borders of the 

old growth model, which 

was based on production 

industries and the powers 

of the financial sector,” Horx said at the Grand Hyatt Hotel during his 

keynote speech at the WDC World Design Cities Summit. “These areas can’t 

generate wealth and prosperity or lead to growth and progress anymore. 

 

“True design is not about building a new big, shiny house. It’s about letting 

people shine in and around their houses.” 

 

Seoul Mayor Oh Se-hoon (center), Helsinki Mayor Jussi 

Pajunen of Finland (left) and Turin Mayor Sergio Chiamparino 

of Italy celebrate the launch of the World Design Capital 

Summit yesterday in Seoul. [NEWSIS]
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� Gov’t commission to probe defectors  

� Teenager found dead, police search for rapist  

� How Sejong City became a clash of titans  

Horx spoke in front of design experts, policy makers and government 

officials from around the world who have gathered in Seoul this week to 

share ideas about urban design. 

 

The summit, hosted by the Seoul city government, started yesterday and 

wraps up today. 

 

About 400 urban design experts and policy administrators from 31 cities in 

17 countries are participating in the summit.  

 

Seoul is the first official city to host the summit, after receiving the World 

Design Capital 2010 designation from the International Council of Societies 

of Industrial Design. 

 

Horx said cities can take several steps to improve design: provide 

information to let citizens know more about their living environment, 

synchronize city systems, encourage participation, embrace new ideas and 

make decisions based on design. 

 

Seoul Mayor Oh Se-hoon said during the summit that local government 

officials are becoming more aware of the importance of design, which could 

spur phenomenal changes across the country. “A lot of people come up to me 

and ask why I place so much emphasis on design,” Oh said.  

 

“I explain to them the value and power of design and the competitive edge it 

can give the city.” 

 

Mark Breitenberg, president of the design council, said successful cities 

continually assess and reinvent themselves as circumstances change. 

 

“I hope that this summit will inspire the global network of community 

leaders that have gathered here in Seoul to gain a better understanding of 

design’s impact on urban competitiveness,” Breitenberg said. 

 

 

By Kim Mi-ju [mijukim@joongang.co.kr]
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� iPhone users changing local mobile paradigm  

� As Key Resolve begins, the North issues new threat  

� Kim Jong-il visits factory reopening  

� A half-moon bear gives birth to two  

� ‘Dr. Apollo’ dies from heart failure  

� Secret princes emerge  

� World’s leading nations diverge on exit strategies  

� Facility investments to grow 16.9%  

� Gov’t to prop up milk industry as FTA kicks in  

� Appliances for home get safety upgrades  

� FSS details reorganization  

� KFB chief: M&A activity in banking sector a must 

Experience North Korea

Unique Expedition September 2010 

Limited to 10 persons  
www.placesiwanttogo.com

Korean Culture Center

Inaccuracy Textbooks, Books on Korea, 

Korean Studies Grant  
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